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Teaching and Preaching with Al

By Rev. Dr. Casey Ng

Recently, | was at the Changi Jewel and saw our local robocop—an artificial intelligence (Al)-empowered
robot in action, patrolling the arrival pickup bay against any traffic offender who lingered longer than necessary at
the bay. We are now moving into a new age of technology where Al has permeated various facets of living. Al is
here and revolutionising how we live. As such, an inevitable concern is how teachers and preachers use Al to
teach or preach. While there are different views on the pros and cons of using Al in teaching and preaching, the
primary concern should be why we are introducing Al to teachers and preachers. Furthermore, how can
teachers and preachers enhance teaching-learning or preaching-discipleship with Al?

Stephen Brookfield (2014) highlights that learners want teachers who are credible and authentic. Credible
teachers have the knowledge, skills, wisdom and insights that will benefit students. | would then say that credible
teachers will have to update their teaching-learning practices to keep in tandem with changes in society and
time. Thus, the introduction of numerous Al applications in education is an inevitable issue that credible teachers
have to deal with. However, it is critical to put the horse before the carriage. As Elaine Garcia puts in: “The
pedagogical perspective should drive the introduction of new technology, rather than considering the
pedagogical purpose of the technology after it has already been introduced”
(https:/Amww.openaccessgovernment.org/artificial-intelligence-ai-ineducation/66346/). More than focusing on
shaping learners through a teacher-centred approach by replicating traditional forms of transmitting knowledge
and learning with recent technology, credible teachers would first deal with the need to focus more on a current
learner-centred teaching approach (like constructionism or connectivism) before seeing how Al can improve the
teaching/learning process more effectively and interestingly. Similarly, credible preachers would revisit their
perspective of preaching before introducing Al.

Learners also want teachers who are authentic. | believe that it is the same in the preacher-disciple context.
Crafting a lesson, even a sermon, is more than creating a product. Each good lesson or sermon involves the
authentic personal conviction and spiritual experience of the teacher or preacher. While Al can quickly generate
a lesson plan or sermon outline, Al will not replicate the empathy and creative thinking of a teacher or a preacher
who works under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. For example, the Al chatbot can readily cull information from
the internet to produce a sermon on a Scripture passage within seconds. However, the message lacks personal
nuance, human emotional depth, and spiritual connection, thus missing the authenticity of teaching/preaching.
Besides, the Al chatbot may sometimes be theologically incorrect or biased. Barry Davis aptly observes that Al
algorithm is only as good as available data online and subject to bias or a lack of contextual understanding

( https://singlesermons.com/blogs/the-pastors-pen/should-pastors-use-ai-in-sermon-preparation ) ,

As such, leaving everything into the hands of Al is not a solution for
teachers and preachers. Learners and disciples are looking for credibility
and authenticity in teaching and preaching. Nevertheless, ignoring the
pervasive presence of Al is no longer an option. Though Al has limitations,
it is fast becoming a natural source for Christians to consult. Credible
teachers and preachers can quickly use Al chatbots to generate content
such as summaries, reviews, and essays to get a feel of the latest trends
in thinking out there or online. They can also allow learners/disciples to use
Al chatbots to brainstorm new ideas on what they are discussing. Used
with discernment, Al can be another helpful tool for teachers and
preachers to teach or preach from the scriptures without sacrificing
credibility and authenticity.
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The Contribution of Brevard Childs and His
Canonical Approach By Pastor David Lim

While the Old Testament was undoubtedly studied throughout its existence, it was never really
studied as an independent discipline, either in Jewish or in Christian circles, until the post-Reformation
period, spurred by the twin influences of German pietism and historical rationalism.! But Old Testament
theology as a discipline that we know of today can be said to have originated from Johann P. Gabler’s
famous address in 1787 where he called for a separation between biblical theology and dogmatic
theology, and argued for biblical theology to become a descriptive discipline that “set forth what the
biblical writers actually believed.”” In Gabler’s thinking, Old Testament theology as the more
foundational discipline should not be restricted by dogmatic or Christological presuppositions.® These
led to the production of several works devoted solely to Old Testament theology (for e.g., Bauer in
1796, Kaiser in 1813, de Wette in 1813 and Vatke in 1835), and which mostly followed Gabler’s vision
and operated with the assumption that the Old Testament was essentially unhistorical.*

Conservative voices emerged in response but were largely unable to alter the open-minded
development. The various strands of open-minded tendencies eventually culminated in Julius
Wellhausen’s documentary hypothesis in 1878, which creatively brought together many earlier
proposals from source criticism and history of religion to reconstruct the evolutionary process of Israel’s
religion. Wellhausen’s proposal dominated the field of Old Testament theology in Germany, England,
and United States for the next fifty years, and Old Testament theology became a strictly historical
discipline in the academia.’ This resulted in a great tension between the church and academia
concerning the view of the Old Testament,® with a severe lack of conservative biblical scholarship that
could have helped bridge the gulf. While academia saw the Old Testament simply like any other
religious text to be used for historical reconstructions, the church continued to hold the Old Testament
as a sacred text that was inspired and historical.

It was within such an intellectual stalemate that Brevard S. Childs, a “giant among theological
interpreters,”” would make his indelible mark during the second half of the twentieth century, as one
who was first and foremost a committed Christian and then only subsequently also a critical Bible

scholar. Through an illustrious and productive academic (and writing) career that spanned almost fifty

! Brevard S. Childs, Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context (Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1985), 2.
2 Paul R. House, Old Testament Theology (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1998), 15-16.

3 Jain Provan, “Canons to the Left of Him: Brevard Childs, His Critics, and the Future of Old Testament Theology,”
Scottish Journal of Theology 50, no. 1 (February 1997): 2.

* House, Old Testament Theology, 17-21.
3 Ibid., 26-27.

¢ Theodore Letis, “Brevard Childs and the Protestant Dogmaticians: A Window to a New Paradigm of Biblical
Interpretation,” Churchman 105, no. 3/4 (1991): 266-267.

7 Collin Cornell, “Brevard Childs and the Treasures of Darkness,” Scottish Journal of Theology 71, no. 1 (2018): 34.



The Contribution of Brevard Childs and His
Canonical Approach By Pastor David Lim

years, Childs strove to bring concrete legitimacy to a way of doing biblical theology that need not return
to precritical approaches of evangelical fundamentalism and yet could also be reasonably embraced and
meaningfully lived out by the church he was seeking to serve.® Childs’ entire theological program could
be understood as a “post-critical” attempt to recover the sacredness of the Christian Scripture,” which
had been stripped of its theological voice by advocates of liberal historical criticism. Childs’ theological
scheme had in the past been called “canonical criticism,” which he rejected in favour of “a canonical
approach,” so that it would not be seen merely as another critical method.'? Instead of an analytical tool
that could be simultaneously applied onto the Old Testament together with other critical apparatuses,
Childs envisioned his proposal as a fresh way of integrating these critical apparatuses (from the
academia) in the service of a theological reading of the Scriptures that will remain faithful to Christian
confessions (in the church). Doing so, Childs believed, will liberate biblical scholarship to provide a
theological voice to the Old Testament and thus aid systematic theologians to better enfold the messages
of the Old Testament into their dogmatic theology.!'

Childs’ canonical approach to Old Testament theology is essentially a complex multifaceted
framework that seeks to provide guidance for the theological reading of the Old Testament by grounding
it on the canon. In essence, Childs elevated the final canonical form of the Old Testament text to be the
sole object for all theological reflections, while at the same time re-positioning historical criticism as a
useful tool that could help illuminate the text for the confessional communities. In doing so, Childs had
hoped that he could provide a bridge between the biblical and the theological disciplines in the
academia, as well as mediate between the academia and the church. Even though the approach has been
heavily criticised (mainly within open-minded circles), most of its shortcomings concern Childs’
explanation or application of the approach in his writings, rather than its conceptual underpinnings.

While it is unlikely that academia who are highly critical could be easily persuaded to give up its
highly treasured academic freedom in favour of a canonical approach, the fact that Childs had provoked
such an intense reaction speaks volumes of his impact in the field of biblical theology. Perhaps the most
meaningful contribution of Childs’ canonical approach is that it sterilised historical critical methods to
be used in conservative scholarship, and thus gave legitimacy to a conservative and confessional reading
of the Old Testament. Childs had shown a possible way forward for the confessional church and the
conservative scholarship to integrate their faith and biblical scholarship in a manner that is both critical

and respectable.

8 House, Old Testament Theology, 38.
? Letis, “Brevard Childs and the Protestant Dogmaticians,” 265.

19 Bonnie Kittel, “Brevard Childs’ Development of the Canonical Approach,” Journal for the Study of the Old
Testament 16 (1980): 2.

' Childs, Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context, 17.
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This year’s family day was held at Gardens
by the Bay, where a series of fun games were
stationed at different parts of the Serene
Garden. The day was capped off with a trail
walk to the Supertree Grove, followed by
delicious lunch at the Jurassic Food Nest Hall,
where heartfelt conversations and rounds of
fellowship continued.

Even though our time of fellowship had to
end, the memories and newly formed
relationships will continue to stay with us as we
journey through our faith. We thank God for His
goodness and unfailing love towards us that

allows us to love the way He does. We pray that

through these engagements, we learn how to
love one another the way Christ loves us. As
stated in John 13:34-35, the Gospel is best
represented by how we love one another.
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2023 Semester 2
July Intensive Classes

T520A | T620A

PENTECOSTAL FOUNDATIONS 1

26 Jun - 8 Jul 2023

Mon & Sat 9am - 6pm
Tues & Thurs 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

An introductory study on the person and ministry of God, Christ,
and the Holy Spirit. Emphasis is placed on delineating the
essentials of Pentecostal beliefs and their practical implications.

Rev Kwek Sew Kian (MTh)

Since 1996, besides serving as a faculty member, Rev Kwek Sew Kian has served in various
other roles such as the executive librarian, school magazine advisor, mission trip advisor, and
so on. Her passion is to help students discover themselves and grow in their identity and
ministry as God's children. Kian enjoys reading and learning more about other cultures. She
also volunteers as a Sunday School teacher at her home church, Centre of New Life.

T520C | T620C

HOLY SPIRIT

26 Jun - 8 Jul 2023

Mon & Sat 9am - 6pm
Tues & Thurs 7pm — 10pm

Course Description:

A study of the Holy Spirit. Related contemporary issues will be
evaluated in order to arrive at a sound Pentecostal
understanding of the Holy Spirit.

Rev Melvin Ho (Doctoral Studies)

Rev Melvin Ho came originally from a traditional Chinese background in Malaysia and has been a lecturer in
English before pursuing theological studies in the United States and in Europe. He served as a lecturer in
theology at the Asia Pacific Theological Seminary in Baguio (Philippines) and the Azusa Theological Seminary
in Amsterdam. Melvin has also significant pastoral ministry experience through pastoring in the United States
and Amsterdam, as well as his involvement with local Arabic-language and Iranian churches. As a first-
generation Chinese Christian, one of his deep passions is the critical theological reflection on biblical
Christianity from Asian and non-western perspectives, resulting in authentic indigenous cultural expressions
of the Christian faith, values and beliefs consistent with biblical teachings.
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M530C /| M630C

ENGAGING HUMAN DIVERSITIES L

17 Jul - 29 Jul 2023

. Mon &Sat  9am - 5pm
. Tues & Thurs 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

An introduction to major concepts and methods in cultural anthropology.
Emphasis will be given to developing an awareness of culture and society, and
an integrated strategy for analysing and serving in diverse sociocultural
contexts in this globalised world.

Dr Ng Tjoh Dju (PhD)

Dr Ng Tjoh Dju taught secondary school for four years before she joined Cru Singapore
full time. She was a resident faculty of the International Graduate School of Leadership
in the Philippines and East Asia School of Theology in Singapore. She has provided
cross-cultural training for workers going for overseas assignments and trained
emerging leaders for Asia. She enjoys sharing the gospel with people and helping
believers to grow in the Lord.

M510B /| M610B

PASTORAL MINISTRIES

17 Jul - 29 Jul 2023

Mon & Sat 9am - 5pm
Tues & Thurs 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

A consideration of the call, qualifications, preparation and work of a Pentecostal pastor.
Practical instruction on specific pastoral duties like planning an order of worship, planning
a preaching calendar, administering the Holy Communion, conducting weddings,
conducting funerals, praying for healing and deliverance, and so on will be given.

Rev Dr Chia Beng Hock (DMin)

Pastor Chia Beng Hock, an ordained minister with the Assemblies of God of Singapore
is currently the Senior Pastor of Bethel Assembly of God and Chairman of Bethel
Community Services. He holds a Doctor of Ministry and Master of Arts in Biblical
Studies from Asia Pacific Theological Seminary (APTS) and a Post Graduate Diploma
in Applied Theology (Ministry) from the University of Wales. He is happily married to
May, and has two grown-up sons.
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2023 Semester 2

Regular Classes

T501/T601

RESEARCH IN ETHICS

31 Jul - 30 Oct 2023
Monday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:
A study of research methodology and the preparation of
research writing in the area of contemporary ethical issues.

Rev Kwek Sew Kian (MTh)

Since 1996, besides serving as a faculty member, Rev Kwek Sew Kian has served in various
other roles such as the executive librarian, school magazine advisor, mission trip advisor,
and so on. Her passion is to help students discover themselves and grow in their identity
and ministry as God's children. Kian enjoys reading and learning more about other cultures.
She also volunteers as a Sunday School teacher at her home church, Centre of New Life.

=) | B518A 1 B618A

PSALMS

31 Jul - 30 Oct 2023
- Monday 7pm — 10pm

Course Description:
An interpretation of a selection of representative psalms and a
consideration of their place in contemporary worship.

Dr Jeremy Chew (PhD)

Dr Jeremy Chew has been lecturing at East Asia School of Theology since 2007.
Classes he taught include Old Testament Foundation, Hebrew (Tools) and 1&2
Samuel. He is currently a pastor at Glory Presbyterian Church overseeing mission
and youth. Jeremy's wife was called home in 2018 and he now lives with his two
adult children.
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B500A / B600A |
M510G /| M610G

BIBLICAL HOSPITALITY IN MINISTRY

| 1Aug -310ct 2023
A

Tuesday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

An exploration of the biblical motif of hospitality in ministry.
Emphasis will be given to examining the roles of guest and host
in God's economy, and their implications for God's people today.

Rev Dr Davina Ng-Soh (PhD)

After completing her Diploma in Bible and Theology, Rev Dr Davina began her ministry as a
missionary/pastor in Sandakan, Sabah. Her one-year stint confirmed her calling to teach. In 2015, she
graduated with a PhD in Education with distinction from the AGST-Alliance. Since 1990, Davina has
taught at theological institutions, served in pastoral teams, and taught and administered discipleship
programmes in churches. With the help of the Holy Spirit, Davina strives to be a hospitable teacher
who teaches so that minds will be challenged, hearts stirred, lives empowered and transformed.

B537D | B637D

SPIRITUALITY IN PHILIPPIANS -

1 Aug - 31 Oct 2023
Tuesday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

An exegetical study of Philippians in light of its socio-historical
context. Emphasis will be given to major theological issues and
their significance today.

Rev Dr Casey Ng (PhD)

Rev Dr Casey Ng has taught biblical studies and education for the past thirty years. An educator at
heart, he is passionate about developing leaming communities through his "coffee theclogy” to
transform lives and society. Casey's diverse experience includes serving as a pastor-teacher in
Malaysia, Philippines, and Singapore; a member of the Executive Committee of the Assemblies of God
of Singapore; and a member of the Accreditation Commission of the Asia Pacific Theclogical
Association. He is married to Davina Soh.
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2023 Semester 2

Regular Classes

T510B /| T610B

PENTECOSTAL HERITAGE

2 Aug - 1 Nov 2023
Wednesday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

A critical study of the Pentecostal movement including the more
recent Charismatic renewal. Emphasis will be given to understanding
the dynamics of the movement and its global impact.

Rev Kwek Sew Kian (MTh)

Since 1996, besides serving as a faculty member, Rev Kwek Sew Kian has served in various
other roles such as the executive librarian, school magazine advisor, mission trip advisor, and
so on. Her passion is to help students discover themselves and grow in their identity and
ministry as God's children. Kian enjoys reading and learning more about other cultures. She
also volunteers as a Sunday School teacher at her home church, Centre of New Life.

B501 / B601

BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION

2 Aug - 1 Nov 2023
Wednesday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

A study of the principles and approaches to interpreting the
Bible. Emphasis will be given to developing the skill for an
integrated approach to biblical interpretation.

Ps David Lim (DMin Prog)

David Lim worked as an engineer and as a polytechnic lecturer prior to serving full-time
as a research staff overseeing his church’s sermon planning and development. He has
been actively teaching in his church, in other churches, and in Bible seminars overseas
since 2009. David sees it as his calling to help believers understand God's message and
encounter God's presence through His Word.
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B514 /| B614

OLD TESTAMENT FOUNDATIONS —

3 Aug - 2 Nov 2023
Thursday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

A study of each of the 39 books of the Old Testament including its
historical background, content outline, major themes and present
day significance.

Mr Isaac Wong (MTh Prog)

Isaac Wong had been involved in cell group ministry both during his tertiary and adult days. He
graduated with a BSc (Physics) from the NUS and has been working in the education sector
since 2003. He is an adjunct lecturer at Republic Polytechnic in addition to being a faculty at
ACTS College. He completed his Master of Divinity at ACTS College in 2016, and is currently
working on his Master of Theology at Trinity Theological College.

Fees:  $260 (Audit)
5370 (Credit - Undergraduate)

$455 (Credit - Graduate)
All matriculated students are eligible for a fee
concession of $40-50 for credit classes.

For more information and registration,
kindly email: registrar@acts.edu.sg
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CONTRIBUTE #&#k

ACTS College Ltd. is a non-profit
college that depends on the generosity
of supporters and well-wishers. We
subsidise the tuition fees to make the
training affordable for each student.
By investing in ACTS, you are
contributing to our mission in
empowering leaders to succeed in
transforming lives and society.

YOU CAN NOW CONTRIBUTE
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE

Kindly tap PayNow to ACTS College
Ltd. (UEN: 201422314G) or scan the
OR code below together with your
name as “Reference No.” and email
to “adminmanager@acts.edu.sg”
for receipt.
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