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Empowered to Engage

By Rev. Dr. Casey Ng

In today's ever-changing and complex world, there is a critical need to be empowered to engage
with new realities. What was once working well may not be that feasible anymore. We can use a three-
pronged strategy to keep in tandem with what is happening around us: (1) prepare to engage, (2) seize
every opportunity to engage, and (3) set SMART goals for engaging.

1. Prepare to engage
Often, we are too enmeshed in our lives to see the big picture of engaging from God's perspective. We
could be preoccupied with various seemingly legitimate activities that blur our perception. The Apostle
Paul always prayed for God to open the eyes of believers’ hearts to see from God’s perspective (Eph.
1:16— 18). More than just having a glimpse here and there, may God enlighten the eyes of our hearts to
see the big picture of his plan for the world. In so doing, we prepare ourselves to engage by developing a
more holistic view of work, life and ministry.

2. Seize every opportunity to engage
Jesus demonstrated the importance of being flexible, adaptive, and nimble-minded to maximise every
opportunity. When he saw the opportunity, he quickly adapted to engage the Samaritan woman at the
well (John 4:4-29). Consequently, Jesus successfully disarmed various misconceptions about God and
shared the truth with the Samaritan woman. Frequently, things do not work as we wish in life, but as the
saying goes, "when life deals you a lemon, make lemonade out of it"!

3. Set SMART goals for engaging
In order to engage with what is happening around us, we would have to set SMART goals to help us In
our efforts to engage. “SMART” is the acronym for high-quality goals that are: Specific, Measurable,
Achievable, Realistic, and Timely. With each new year, we would still make new resolutions even though
we had many resolutions left unfulfilled the previous year. We will have a better chance of success in

fulfilling our resolutions this year if our new projected goals meet the SMART criteria.

May the Lord empower us as we use this three-pronged strategy to engage with the new realities of
2023.
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The Parallel between the Temptation of Jesus and
the TEStlng Of |Sl‘aE| (2) By Mr Isaac Wong

Examining the Temptation Account

This article examines the similarities and contrasts between Jesus’ responses to the devil’'s
temptations in Luke 4:1-13 and Israel’s disobedience in the wilderness sojourn.

Considering the similarities between the setting of Jesus’ temptation and the wilderness
sojourn of Israel, the temptation account most likely alludes to the wilderness experience of Israel.
The word mreipalw in Luke 4:2 (“tempted”) can also be translated “tested” and shares the same
root as exkmreipdlw (“test”) in Deuteronomy 8:2 LXX, which occurs right before Jesus’ first citation.
Just like Israel, the son of God,’ was tested in the wilderness for forty years, Jesus was tested as
the Son of God in the wilderness for forty days. The agency of the Holy Spirit in leading Jesus into
the wilderness (4:1) means that it was God'’s intention for Jesus to be tested, just like it was God’s
intention to test Israel (Dt. 8:2).

The First Temptation

The first temptation of Jesus corresponds to Israel’s craving for food. Just as Israel was
tested in their hunger (Dt. 8:3), so Jesus was tested when he was hungry (Lk. 4:2). The first-class
conditional “if” means that the temptation is not so much a challenge of Jesus’ sonship as itis a
challenge to exercise his miraculous power to satisfy his hunger. This independent exercise of
power would represent a lack of trust in God’s provision and a violation of his dependence on God
the Father.? This total dependence on God is an important aspect of the Son of God identity and
aligns with Jesus’ own teaching (Lk. 12:31) and his submission to God’s will at Gethsemane (LK.
22:39-44). Jesus responded by citing the exact verse that explicates the purpose of the test (Dt.
8:3). This rejection of self-satisfaction out of trust in God’s provision is an appropriate response to
the repeated emphases on God's faithfulness in the Deuteronomy context.

The Second Temptation

The second temptation in Luke’s account corresponds to Israel’s idolatry, with the golden
calf worship being a significant example. The devil offered Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world,”>
on one condition: Jesus was to forsake God and swear allegiance to the devil. Here is a quick way
to fulfil Jesus’ messianic role* to rule over the kingdoms (Lk. 1:32-33) without going to the cross,

though ironically it would be achieved through a rejection of the One who has appointed Jesus.

! The Israelites are referred to as God’s sons (plural) in Deuteronomy 14:1 and 32:5. The singular noun is used to refer
to corporate Israel as God’s son in Exodus 4:22, Deuteronomy 8:4 (used in a comparison rather than direct identification of Israel
as God’s son) and Hosea 11:1.

2 Darrell L. Bock, Luke 1:1-9:50, Olive Tree ed., Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, Ml:
Baker Academic, 1994), under "Temptation of Bread and God’s Care (4:3—4)".

3 Joel B. Green, The Gospel of Luke, Olive Tree ed., New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand
Rapids, MIl: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), under "The Testing of Jesus (4:1-13)"; Bock, Luke 1:1-9:50, Green, The
Gospel of Luke, under "The Testing of Jesus (4:1-13)"; Bock, Luke 1:1-9:50, under "Temptation of Rule Through False Worship
(4:5-8)". Green acknowledges the truth of this statement, though the devil’s rule is only delegated by God and “a shabby
substitute for the divine sonship.” Bock calls the devil’s offer “a mixture of truth and error,” “exaggerated,” and “at best
characterised as an oversell.”

4 Note the close association of the identities of Son of God and Messiah at Jesus’ trial (22:67-70).



The Parallel between the Temptation of Jesus and
the TEStlng Of |Sl‘aE| (2) By Mr Isaac Wong

Jesus’ citation (Lk. Dt. 6:13) is again perfectly appropriate to the devil’s challenge and aligns with
the repeated warning against worshipping other gods in the Deuteronomy context.
The Third Temptation and Psalm 91

The third temptation in Luke’s account again uses the first-class conditional, so the devil
was challenging Jesus to a concrete display of his sonship through invoking God’s protection
rather than simply calling into doubt Jesus’ sonship.

Psalm 91, which the devil cited, alludes to the Song of Moses in Deuteronomy 32 ( nnax
“pinions” and 922 “wings” in Ps. 91:4 and Dt. 32:11; 27 “plague” in Ps. 91:3, 6 and Dt. 32:24; q'7x
“thousands” and n22" “ten thousands” in Ps. 91:7 and Dt. 32:30; nn%v¥ “punishment” in Ps. 91:8
and Dt. 32:35, 41), both of which share the theme of God’s faithfulness. A noteworthy contrast
between Psalm 91 and the Song of Moses is that Psalm 91 talks about the faithful God who
protects the one who trusts in Him so that he will not succumb to the “plague” or fall like the
“thousand” and “ten thousand,” while in the Song of Moses the Israelites are the ones who are
stricken by the “plague” and the “thousand” and “ten thousand” that fall before their enemies
because of their rebellion despite His faithfulness to them.

In view of Psalm 91’s allusion to Deuteronomy 32, the devil’s citation of the psalm is in
effect saying that the promise of protection in the psalm rightly applies to Jesus as the righteous
Son of God. Perhaps the temple location of this temptation has something to do with the use of
Psalm 91, since the physical temple serves as a concrete symbol of the metaphors of God as

111

“shelter,” “refuge,” “fortress” and “dwelling place” of the righteous. While the context of Psalm 91 is
that the righteous who trust in God will be delivered from adverse danger in the midst of adverse
circumstances in his daily life (i.e. “in all [his] ways”), the devil’s citation of the psalm (with the
omission of “in all your ways”) is a perversion of its original intention since he wanted to force a
display of God’s protection by having Jesus compel God to save him.

The original context of Jesus’ citation (Dt. 6:16) is to love God above all else by trusting in
Him and obeying Him, with the incident at Massah serving as a counterpoint. At Massah, when the
Israelites had no water to drink, instead of trusting in God to provide — as He had already done
previously by providing a miraculous way of escape (Ex. 14:10-31), purifying the drinking water
(Ex. 15:22-25) and providing manna and quail (Ex. 16:1-36) — they showed their lack of trust in
God by demanding God’s immediate provision as a sign of His presence, which amounts to testing
God. Hence, in the greater context of Deuteronomy 6:16, to love God is to trust in Him in spite of
contrary circumstances without demanding evidence of His presence and provision. The devil's
challenge called precisely for this testing of God, while Jesus recognised the need to trust in God

and refused to test Him, in accordance with the Deuteronomy context.
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Orlentatlon Splrltual Empha5|s Chapel

BRROFE

On January 9, 2023, ACTS College resumed its
annual physical Orientation, Chapel and
Community Dinner. This act of eating together is
crucial because ACTS College believes that
community can only be built through intentional
Interaction and conversation. It was a lovely
evening of fellowship, worship, prayer, breaking of
bread, introducing our theme of “Empowered to
Engage”, and helping our new students to
understand our school system and community
better.

Though it was a simple gathering of new and
current students, it was truly the simplicity of being
together in God’s presence, sharing a meal,
lending a listening ear and carrying one another’s
burdens in prayer that made this year’s orientation
a powerful time of fellowship with both God and our
fellow man. We look forward to an exciting new
school year ahead and celebrate the new lives that
have committed themselves to being equipped for
His glory!

=
ik 2

=4

AY|

#H
I%

BX
K

d

=2

H=
=
4+
15

2023 £

1

T —F—|

B, XM—EIZIRNITAZEXRE
= ’ *jjACTS%B ikjj;ﬁ:g$/\ﬁb JL
2V, XA

BB
 RIER

%EUH@J%E’J SAME

ééiz%ﬂ’wzﬂ% :
, ITARFBAE
& BN R AIBYFh £
1I]E’J%1‘3&?%$D!ﬂﬂﬂ’]$ix
RBIAXEFNF
=, BRUMIERNESMMEETAE

2023

52 1R 5 ) Fh i‘hﬁﬂéi

7] 35

1

;—iﬁﬁ’ﬂi

9H ., ACTS Zbx &
zE’JvLﬂSLU*Fﬁ

A NEN

=FE M

a III-UI

2. WHE. 1B, E

EMIPE=F

- TR FEE NS
R T T RE T

& R TE B

T, 791K Ut 4%

LU

LD ¥ﬁ

?,HI]HH

F*R%Bﬁbﬁi%jj11ﬂﬂﬁ7xﬁ““**’*E’J%‘ﬁ

/\l
npo



Introducing
the Student Life
Committee 2023

NE2023FEFZEFEFTAS

The Student Life Committee is committed to serve the
college community with passion.

F2ESEFERESNTFRORS FEiRLEE,

President: Freddy Quek Secretary: Joseph Sim  Vice President: Tian Muying

Member: Zachary Sim and Euvin Aw Treasurer: Ang Huey Min



Ministry Partnership Update
FlraFTER

ACTS College signed a memorandum of understanding with Full
Gospel Assembly to collaborate in training believers for the ministry.

(In photo: Senior Pastor Rhordan Wickramasinghe of FGA & Rev Dr Casey Ng).
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2023 Semester 1 College

May Intensive Classes | F B

T520G /| T620G

P F

SH2H -5H13H 2023
2H—. 7x 8am-6pm
EH_. M 7pm-10pm

7T

RERITEBHEMMNEHNMES—3HE, EEEFA—TTHEMNE
BHERSLEFZW,

FREZIT (MPL)
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M510E /| M610E

LEADERSHIP

2 May - 13 May 2023

Mon & Sat dam — 6pm
Tues & Thurs 7pm = 10pm

Course Description:
An introduction to the leadership disciplines of personal mastery,
collaborative inquiry, and systems perspective. Emphasis will be given to
developing competency for leading sustainable changes in Christian
community.

Dr Alton Chua (MTh, DBA)
Dr Alton Chua has been a member of the ACTS College's Academic Advisory
Committee since 2015. He started serving God more than 30 years ago, and he
has been involved in the worship ministry, campus ministry, cell group ministry,
and missions. He has conducted pastoral and leadership training in countries
such as Vietnam, East Asia and New Zealand.

Fees: $260 (Audit)

SIOICIedL Undcigraciiale) For more information and registration,
$455 (Credit - Graduate)

All matriculated students are eligible for a fee klﬂd|y email: reglstrar@acts.edu.sg

concession of $50 for credit classes.




[ONLINE] B536F /| B636F

ACTS

15 May - 27 May 2023

Mon & Sat 9am - 5pm
Tues & Thurs 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

This course deals with the continuing ministry of the resurrected Christ in the world
through the Holy Spirit. It examines the purposes for which the book was written, traces
the expansion of the gospel, and provides theological reflections on the mission of the
church, the works of the Holy Spirit, and the oppositions that these believers faced.

Rev Dr Victor Lee (PhD)

Rev Dr Victor Lee is the President of Bible College of Malaysia since January 2017. He is
also an EXCO member of the Assemblies of God of Malaysia and a Council member of the
National Evangelical Christian Fellowship (NECF). He holds a PhD in Divinity from the
University of Aberdeen, Scotland. His thesis is published by Langham Monograph (2021)
with the title Reading Johannine Dramatic Irony through Ancient Dramatic Devices.
Currently, he worships at First Assembly of God, Kuala Lumpur with his wife Dr Vicky Teng
and two children named Wallace Lee & Wilma Lee.

M520B /| M620B

ENGAGING ASIAN RELIGIONS & CULTS

15 May - 27 May 2023

Mon & Sat 9am - 5pm
Tues & Thurs 7pm — 10pm

Course Description:
A critical analysis of the basic teachings and practices of major
religions and cults in Asia and a comparison of their teachings
with Christianity.

Rev Kwek Sew Kian (MTh)

Since 1996, besides serving as a faculty member, Rev Kwek Sew Kian has served in
various other roles such as the executive librarian, school magazine advisor, mission trip
advisor, and so on. Her passion is to help students discover themselves and grow in their
identity and ministry as God's children. Kian enjoys reading and learning more about other
cultures. She also volunteers as a Sunday School teacher at her home church, Centre of
New Life.

M510C / M610C

NAET

5H15H - 5827H 2023
28 —. 78~ 9am - 5pm
EH_. M 7pm-10pm
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Upcoming Events 5 31;&5/

Mission Ignite
2023

IFebruary 13th-16th
@ 7:00-7:30pm,
@ ACTS College

Everyone's invited!
Join us for a fime
of Prayer, Worship
and Sharing!

BAY

+GCAMES +GIFT +COTTON CANDY FOR 12 AND BELOW




CONTRIBUTE #&x

ACTS College Ltd. is a non-profit ACTS# [z & — BT dE 2 4|
college that depends on the generosity p- AR EEZCATHE

of supporters and well-wishers. We I L G ek o
subsidise the tuition fees to make the BLAMR, HAVT B F &, %

o 5 yX 1g 42 >
training affordable for each student. FAF ARG R 42T A IZ )

By investing in ACTS, you are w R, FI AR fi NNE S
contributing to our mission in A BAV R SR A 5L L

empowering leaders to succeed in S Aoit D09 Sk — )
transforming lives and society.

YOU CAN NOW CONTRIBUTE N, AEAR 7T VA
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE [ B [ 3R sk

Kindly tap PayNow to ACTS College 4% & 3 PayNow 3%|ACTS College
Ltd. (UEN: 201422314G) or scanthe | td. (UEN. 201422314G) X

—

OR code below together with your PRV T = g B4

name as “Reference No."and email o o 5 « s 2 4o 2 3 4
c - 9 7 % i3 aT’ K % Ehls
to “adminmanager@acts.edu.sg Z “adm m;a g Einsts, edie g

for receipt. ” IR IBOIE
r, S Y

PP yat ]

TR ! Ty L=

oL rﬁﬂﬁ‘"
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
R S B 32 5
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Globally Recognised Education
EPRARTRHERE
Accredited by ATA & APTA
3%1% ATA 5 APTA jAiE

SINGE 1977

EMPOWERING LEAI]ERS
T0 SUCCEED

FOLLOW US ON

ol §

, 110 Lor 23 Geylang, #07-06,
Singapore 388410



https://www.instagram.com/actscollege/
https://www.facebook.com/actscollege
https://t.me/ACTSTODAY
https://m.me/692434350799252
https://acts.edu.sg/contact-us/

