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Celebrating Jesus as the King of Our Lives

By Rev. Dr. Casey Ng

Good Friday and Easter are just around the corner. People have asked me before the logic in
celebrating Good Friday since it commemorates the tragic death of Jesus. Well, may I invite you to
reflect with me the meaning of this sacred holy day by looking at what happened on that day as told by
the Apostle John.

The Gospel of John records both the Jews and Pilate as guilty of failing to acknowledge Jesus as
King. To begin with, Pilate did not want to have a part in nailing Jesus. Against his will, he had to
interrogate Jesus. Twice, he told the Jews, “I find no guilt in him” (John 19:4, 6). Deep in his heart, he
knew that Jesus was innocent. He even attempted to release Jesus but the Jews cried out, “If you
release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes
Caesar” (John 19:12 NASB). Those words must have brought fear to Pilate. Siding with Jesus, the so-
called King, would make him an enemy of his boss, the Roman King, Caesar. To keep both his job and
head, Pilate could only indicate that Jesus was King of the Jews on the inscription on the cross.

As for the Jews, they were so adamant about killing Jesus that when Pilate asked them if he should
crucify their king, the chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15 NASB). It is
unbelievable that the Jewish religious leaders would proclaim the Roman emperor as their only king
when later, as part of the Passover liturgy, they would be singing the Nishmat,

From everlasting to everlasting thou art God,;

Beside thee we have no king, redeemer, or savior,

No liberator, deliverer, provider

None who takes pity in every time of distress and trouble.

We have no king but thee. (Meeks 1967, 77, emphasis mine)
Out of their hostility towards Jesus, the Jews denied Jesus as King.

In the quietness of the hour, some time before the Passover, one person did acknowledge Jesus as
King. That person was Nicodemus, a Jewish leader who earlier had come quietly at night to see Jesus
(John 3:1). Wanting to embalm the body of Jesus, he brought along with him a mixture of myrrh and
aloes that weighed about a hundred pounds (John 19:39). Compared with the one pound of lavish
perfume Mary used to anoint the feet of Jesus (John 12:3), Nicodemus lavishly wrapped the body of
Jesus with a hundred pounds of spices. By this act, Nicodemus gave Jesus a burial that “befits a king”
(Keener 2012, 1163).

During this day, two thousand years or so ago, Pilate,
the Jews, and Nicodemus had to make a stand for or
against Jesus. For this Good Friday, may we make a
stand for Jesus like Nicodemus did. May we celebrate
Good Friday, even Easter Sunday, by renewing our
commitment to Christ as the King of our lives. May we
review and realign our life priorities to honour our King
Jesus!
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The Muratorian Fragment: Discovery, Details, and
Dating

By Pastor David Lim

Many modern believers may take the canon of the New Testament for granted, but the reality is
that its development during the first few hundred years of the history of the Church is shrouded in
mystery. Considering how important the Bible was to the early faith communities, it is astonishing that
there are so little surviving records documenting how our Scripture, especially the New Testament,
came into being in the form we have today.' On top of inferring from quotations and allusions in the
writings of early patristic fathers, one important source of information concerning the development of
the New Testament canon is the Muratorian Fragment, named after its discoverer, Cardinal Antonio
Muratori. It has been traditionally held, soon after its publication in 1740, that the content was translated
from a second-century Greek work.

The Muratorian Fragment is itself found within a seventh or eighth-century Latin manuscript codex
from the ancient monastery at Bobbio, Italy, that contained not just this “list” of New Testament books,
but also several miscellaneous tracts and creeds that were from the fourth and fifth centuries.” The
Latin manuscript showed evidence of sloppiness in the copying.® Considering the fact that the works
collected within appear rather random, the manuscript was probably a common book belonging to a
copyist who merely wanted to collate works he deemed as important.* Beyond the frequent
orthographical errors in the manuscript, what is generally agreed is that the Fragment showing the Latin
list of New Testament books was a translation by a copyist, with a poor knowledge of Latin, from an
original Greek text.> In fact, there are good evidences that suggest the translation was done around the
early fifth century based on the features of the resultant Latin text.

The Muratorian Fragment itself runs across eighty-five lines, opening in the middle of a sentence
supposedly referring to the Gospel of Mark. Thereafter, it mentions the Gospel of Luke and the Gospel
of John (described as the third and the fourth of the Gospels respectively), the Book of Acts, Paul’s
thirteen letters (without Hebrews), three Catholic Epistles, and the Revelations of John and of Peter,
though the author clearly had reservations about the latter. The Fragment continues with an extended
justification to exclude the Shepherd of Hermas from the list of authorized books, before concluding his
writing with a list of books that are to be totally rejected and shunned.

1 Bruce M. Metzger, The Canon of the New Testament (Oxford: Oxford University 1987), 1.

2Metzger, 191-92.

3In fact, the codex was initially studied more for the “terrible quality” of its transcription than for the implications of its content. See
Joseph Verheyden, “The Canon Muratori: A Matter of Dispute,” in The Biblical Canons, edited by Auwers and de Jonge (Leuven:
Leuven University Press, 2003), 487-89.

4Metzger, 192; Verheyden, 500-01.

5Bruce, F. F. “Some Thoughts on the Beginning of the New Testament Canon,” in The Bible in the Early Church Vol. 3, edited by
Ferguson (New York: Garland Publishing, 1993), 56. See also Verheyden, 492-93.

6 Metzger, 193.



The Muratorian Fragment: Discovery, Details, and
Dating

By Pastor David Lim

Interest in the Muratorian Fragment has typically concentrated on establishing the possible date of
the original writing behind its present form. The question of authorship has also been widely debated
but is without major consensus, though Hippolytus (c. 170-235) would make a leading candidate.” In
justifying the rejection of the Shepherd of Hermas, the author of the Fragment argued from the fact that
the book was written “nuperrim temporibus nostris,” (line 73-74, which can be translated as “very
recently, in our own times”) and while Pius was the Bishop of Rome (line 75-76), which was probably
sometime between the years 138 and 155. In other words, the author of the Fragment saw the
Shepherd of Hermas, which he believed was written somewhere in the middle of the second century, as
being only slightly earlier to the time of his own writing. Inferring from these supposedly clear
statements, the Fragment has often been dated to the end of the second century (or at most the
beginning of the third) and this has largely remained the predominant consensus.

While most agree that our understanding of the history of the canon is well established by many
other writings of the early church fathers, and is thus not critically hinged on the dating of the Muratorian
Fragment, deciding on the date of the Fragment is not unimportant as it can provide us with a glimpse
of an important development: how discussions of recognized works became reduced to authoritative
lists of works? If the Fragment did indeed come from the second century, we would have with it by far
the earliest such catalogue of books deemed to be authoritative for the universal Church. It would then
show that, even by the middle of the second century, the church already possessed an awareness of
limiting the number of sacred writings that are to be deemed authoritative. In other words, the Fragment
will become an important window into the intermediate state of the canonization process, before the
canon received its formal confirmation at the Third Synod of Carthage in 397 A.D.

7Verheyden, 490-91, and Metzger, 194.

S Harry Y. Gamble, “The New Testament Canon: Recent Research and the Status Quaestionis,” in The Canon Debate, edited by Lee
M. McDonald and James A. Sanders, 267-94 (Peabody: Hendrickson, 2002), 270-271. See also Everett Ferguson, “Canon Muratori:
Date and Provenance,” in Studia Patristica Vol. 17.2, edited by Elizabeth A. Livingston, 677-83 (New York: Pergamon, 1982), 677.
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1 Bruce M. Metzger, The Canon of the New Testament (Oxford: Oxford University 1987), 1.

2Metzger, 191-92.

3In fact, the codex was initially studied more for the “terrible quality” of its transcription than for the implications of its content. See
Joseph Verheyden, “The Canon Muratori: A Matter of Dispute,” in The Biblical Canons, edited by Auwers and de Jonge (Leuven:
Leuven University Press, 2003), 487-89.

4Metzger, 192; Verheyden, 500-01.

5Bruce, F. F. “Some Thoughts on the Beginning of the New Testament Canon,” in The Bible in the Early Church Vol. 3, edited by
Ferguson (New York: Garland Publishing, 1993), 56. See also Verheyden, 492-93.

6 Metzger, 193.
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On 12 March 2022, ACTS College Family Day 2022
began with an exciting treasure hunt challenge at East
Coast Park. Groups of five made up of students,
teachers, and family members embarked on separate
journeys across East Coast Park, searching for clues to
complete the challenge.

ACTS College is dedicated to fostering connected
learning. The ACTS Family Day aimed to achieve that by
allowing students to get to know one another better
outside of the classroom. ACTS Family Day offers
students the social environment they need to enjoy, learn
from, and develop together. The primary objective and
goal of ACTS are that whatever we do horizontally as a
community must build our vertical connection with God.

True cohesiveness was visible during the treasure
search when the individual groups switched from 'I' to
'‘We' to work as a team, and actions were performed with
the entire group in mind. ACTS Family Day has
effectively contributed to forming this networked
community of Christians of various backgrounds, ages,
and churches.
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2022 Semester 2

English Classes

[ONSITE] T520B / T520B

PENTECOSTAL HERITAGE

27 Jun - 9 Jul 2022

Mon & Sat 9am - 5pm
Tues & Thurs 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

A critical study of the Pentecostal movement including the more
recent Charismatic renewal. Emphasis will be given to
understanding the dynamics of the movement and its global
impact.

Rev Kwek Sew Kian (MTh)

Since 1996, besides serving as a faculty member, Rev Kwek Sew Kian has served in
various other roles such as the executive librarian, school magazine advisor, mission trip
advisor, and so on. Her passion is to help students discover themselves and grow in their
identity and ministry as God's children. Kian enjoys reading and learning more about other
cultures. She also volunteers as a Sunday School teacher at her home church, Centre of
New Life.

[ONSITE] B501 | B601

BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION

27 Jun - 9 Jul 2022

Mon & Sat 9am - 5pm
Tues & Thurs 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

A study of the principles and approaches to interpreting the
Bible. Emphasis will be given to developing the skill for an
integrated approach to biblical interpretation.

Ps David Lim (DMin Prog)

David Lim worked as an engineer and as a polytechnic lecturer prior to serving fulktime as
a research staff overseeing his church's sermon planning and development. He has been
actively teaching in his church, in other churches, and in Bible seminars overseas since
2009. David sees it as his calling to help believers understand God's message and
encounter God's presence through His Word.

[ONSITE] M520A | M620A

WORLD MISSION

18 Jul - 30 Jul 2022

Mon & Sat 9am - 5pm
Tues & Thurs 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

A study of the biblical, theological, and cultural foundations of
world mission. Emphasis will be given to the development of a
contemporary model for world mission.

Rev Grace Ong (DMin Prog)

Rev Grace Ong Cabusao is at heart, a missionary. She spent 18 years in the Philippines
doing church planting; establishing a Christian preschool; equipping indigenous workers in
a Bible school; and, in the past 10 years, sending Filipino missionaries to Thailand,
Cambodia, and Vietnam to plant churches, equip workers, and touch communities. She still
supervises the mission work these Southeast Asian countries. She also lectures at ACTS
College and, together with her husband, is pioneering a church, Faith Antioch Hub, to reach
migrants.

[ONSITE] B537A | B637A

ROMANS

1 Aug - 4 Nov 2022
Monday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

An exegetical study of the Epistle to the Romans in light of its
socio-historical context. Emphasis will be given to major
theological issues and their significance today.

Mr Isaac Wong (MTh Prog)

Isaac Wong had been involved in cell group ministry both during his tertiary and adult days.
He graduated with a BSc (Physics) from the NUS and has been working in the education
sector since 2003. He is an associate lecturer at Republic Polytechnic in addition to being
a faculty at ACTS College. He completed his Master of Divinity at ACTS College in 2016,
and is currently working on his Master of Theology at Trinity Theological College.

[ONSITE] T501 / T601

%o | RESEARCH IN ETHICS

1 Aug - 4 Nov 2022
Monday 7pm = 10pm

Course Description:
A study of research methodology and the preparation of
research writing in the area of contemporary ethical issues.

Rev Kwek Sew Kian (MTh)

Since 1996, besides serving as a faculty member, Rev Kwek Sew Kian has served in
various other roles such as the executive librarian, school magazine advisor, mission trip
advisor, and so on. Her passion is to help students discover themselves and grow in their
identity and ministry as God's children. Kian enjoys reading and learning more about other
cultures. She also volunteers as a Sunday School teacher at her home church, Centre of
New Life.

Fees: $260 (Audit)

$370 (Credit - Undergraduate)

$455 (Credit - Graduate)
All matriculated students are eligible for a fee
concession of $50 for credit classes.

For more information and registration,
kindly email: registrar@acts.edu.sg
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2022 Semester 2

English Classes

[ONSITE] B502 | B602

BIBLICAL LANGUAGES RESEARCH

1 Aug - 4 Nov 2022
Tuesday 7pm — 10pm

Course Description:

An overview of the structure of biblical languages and instruction
in the use of various tools based on the original languages.
Emphasis will be given to the proper use of reference tools to
interpret the Bible.

Rev Dr Davina Ng-Soh (PhD)

After completing her Diploma in Bible and Theology, Rev Dr Davina began her ministry as a
missionary/pastor in Sandakan, Sabah. Her one-year stint confirmed her calling to teach. In 2015, she
graduated with a PhD in Education with distinction from the AGST-Alliance. Since 1990, Davina has taught
at theological institutions, served in pastoral teams, and taught and administered discipleship
programmes in churches. With the help of the Holy Spirit, Davina strives to be a hospitable teacher who
teaches so that minds will be challenged, hearts stirred, lives empowered and transformed.

[ONSITE] M510A /| M610A

BIBLICAL PREACHING

1 Aug = 4 Nov 2022
Wednesday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

A study on how to develop skills in the preparation of expository
sermons based on sound exegesis and interpretation.
Opportunities will be given for practice and analysis of expository
messages.

Ps David Lim (DMin Prog)

David Lim worked as an engineer and as a polytechnic lecturer prior to serving full-time as
a research staff overseeing his church’s sermon planning and development, He has been
actively teaching in his church, in other churches, and in Bible seminars overseas since
2009. David sees it as his calling to help believers understand God's message and
encounter God's presence through His Word.

[ONSITE] B514 | B614

OLD TESTAMENT FOUNDATIONS

1 Aug - 4 Nov 2022
Wednesday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

A study of each of the 39 books of the Old Testament including
its historical background, content outline, major themes and
present day significance.

Mr Isaac Wong (MTh Prog)

Isaac Wong had been involved in cell group ministry both during his tertiary and adult days.
He graduated with a BSc (Physics) from the NUS and has been working in the education
sector since 2003. He is an associate lecturer at Republic Polytechnic in addition to being
a faculty at ACTS College. He completed his Master of Divinity at ACTS College in 2016,
and is currently working on his Master of Theology at Trinity Theological College.

[FULL-ONLINE]
B537A [ B637A | T520H / T620H

HOLY SPIRIT & MINISTRY

1 Aug — 4 Nov 2022
Thursday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

This course provides biblical and Pentecostal-Charismatic insights to the power and anointing
of the Holy Spirit in the ministry. It presents the biblical-theological base for ministry in
spiritual gifts through the understanding of the cosmic context (spiritual warfare) and the
church context (structure and flow). Practical applications emphasize operating spiritual gifts,
ministering in the power and the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Personal preparation and
development for power ministry in our own lives is emphasized and practiced.

Rev Dr William Toh (DMin)

Rev Dr William Toh is a Singapore AG ordained minister and has over 25 years of pastoral experience. He
was also active in teaching ministry, overseas church consultation and training during his 25 years serving
as a pastor. Dr. Toh graduated with Doctor of Pe harismatic Mini: at Asia Pacific
Theological Seminary. Rev. Dr. Toh's interest area of research and writing is on leadership and
followership, church growth, effective preaching, pentecostalism and theology. His personal interests are
cooking, baking, tennis, table tennis, art, nature walk and travelling.

[ONSITE] T520A | T620A

PENTECOSTAL FOUNDATIONS 1

1 Aug - 4 Nov 2022
Thursday 7pm - 10pm

Course Description:

An introductory study on the person and ministry of God, Christ,
and the Holy Spirit. Emphasis is placed on delineating the
essentials of Pentecostal beliefs and their practical implications.

Rev Kwek Sew Kian (MTh)

Since 1996, besides serving as a faculty member, Rev Kwek Sew Kian has served in
various other roles such as the executive librarian, school magazine advisor, mission trip
advisor, and so on, Her passion is to help students discover themselves and grow in their
identity and ministry as God's children. Kian enjoys reading and learning maore about other
cultures. She also volunteers as a Sunday School teacher at her home church, Centre of
Mew Life.

Fees: $260 (Audit)

$370 (Credit - Undergraduate)

$455 (Credit - Graduate)
All matriculated students are eligible for a fee
concession of $50 for credit classes.

For more information and registration,
kindly email: registrar@acts.edu.sg


mailto:registrar@acts.edu.sg

[3214] M510F | M610F

AEES

6H27H - 7H9H 2022
E#—. 7x  9am - 5pm
EH . 7pm - 10pm

[EVIE

BT TEBAEESHEFRMNIR, BEEEIIFEEE
R, BEMAN AERITERITME, NMEENAL &
ALFNE R BB 45

PR Am

MREBRIMRAUrZR0HR. AR EHITIENEHRECAEHRNE
o BIISENRLRE, WFPEAHSIEE. RS, THFIRSHSR
12, wihESTOEETASRMENA G 1985FHFELG, M5 RBEDRA
THRHE, 1993FRIZHFME, IERAR (MBR) . 2008FLNHREET,
& 3"‘!"§$ﬁ$um EREREXR. HERM=Y.

[S24%] M540B | M640B

ST

7H18H - 7H30H 2022
Ef—. 73 9am-5pm
2. 7pm - 10pm

i
MASFLABITANRFZSHATFENEEE, B
BEHEERDHE. HERFLER.

HEEIRIT

WHEZBRGH0ZEFNBETER, WEE25) L EET. #45ET, FLUFET. o
AR, B@EFEL. BSFI. FEFIREH, BRENFOEE, RAGBRS
SR, ERR, WREREEIMFEIEE, LERMRERBEED, MeFafE
B, EERR MK, FUERNEESHRER,

[2k] B502 | B602

EEIBENHR

8H1H - 118408 2022
E¥ — 7pm - 10pm

SV
IER R AZEXF5EREMNENE, FEINFEERR
NITEPHERZESR,

WERHIm

FARERG0SFNRLEE, BESEE)EFL. FERT, HOEET. &
ABL. BRFL. HSEL. AERIREH. MEEFNIE, FHAEBES
R, EFEE. BEERHIENNEISE, NHIRERBERD, MEEaRE
BE, EERLME, HLUIBRNSEST RS,

[3£{X] T510A | T610A

&Hhs8

8818 -11848 2022
£ = 7pm - 10pm

b
B R EA AR EEM AT RIBE), #
TEESHR, HEETMNEEmE.

PRESZHIH (MPL)

BT RS REANANMT. R EEEES, REERAE. BERS
BEFAERENHETFUEETNEMS S, RETNSHREAAME, BEsT
MATHHRE, FRls, SUESTBRsBPENTRRGEH EHNFE
M2003FEES, HHMHTPETSREBSEMERASHE, FRIHEReRE
B, AhhFEEIF—AHSThanansE, FLTAIsssResE,
HERSEHE SRS,

[32{4] M530A | M630A

BE5

8A1H - 1184H 2022
28 = 7pm-10pm

VI
IR RITHEPARNS IS, TASLE, HE

BUEZHEMOFIAUL, TEERESH930EN
ﬁﬂ

HE BT

AMUINER ST SRS E®, SERNBTEm. THRTED. HIRME .
BRI REDEEHn=— 2Rt et HNPRE002EE20ETE8EHT
£ERAFLNES LFHE000FRTTARM. TRASEENETSHETHES
ERBRIMERFL. ZEUEREMaEEHEND. #iRECovenant Services 5
SEMDAIREN, REMT, NIEIGAE, HUTRE19955F80, EFER
S, KITRENFAEIN L FRENE1SY,

F8: $260 (B0)
$370 (¥4 - =HE)
$455 (£45 - HHFRE)

FrBTEREEEES $40-50 [0,

B S ELUARIRE, 15D

registrar@acts.edu.sg


mailto:registrar@acts.edu.sg

CONTRIBUTE #&iax

ACTS College Ltd. is a non-profit ACTSH [ & —FriE B A %

college that

depends on the generosity 2, TAMREZ AR

of supporters and well-wishers. We I ?\éﬂi EMEBEHR 1

subsidise the tuition fees to make the
training affordable for each student. A F ARG 0 42 AFALIE )

By investing in ACTS, you are R, B R R,
contributing to our mission in A BN K E A LHLAE

empowering leaders to succeed in aFuit ik — 10 H .
transforming lives and society.

YOU CAN NOW CONTRIBUTE HLAEAR T VA
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE [ B 8 3 347 8K
Kindly tap PayNow to ACTS College % & s PayNow %]ACTS College

Ltd. (UEN: 201422314G) or scanthe | td. (UEN. 201422314G) 3
QR code below together with your 353 ) a9 = s a0 L B 4R 6948
name as “Reference No.” and email o ’f’F PARY S

to “adminmanager@acts.edu.sg” z
for receipt.

“adminmanager@acts . edu. sg
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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Globally Recognised Education
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Accredited by ATA & APTA
5513 ATA 5 APTA i A3E

SINCE 1977

EMPOWERING LEADERS
T0 SUCGEED '

FOLLOW US ON

_________
L

' 110 Lor 23 Geylang, #07-06,
Singapore 388410


https://www.instagram.com/actscollege/
https://www.facebook.com/actscollege
https://t.me/ACTSTODAY
https://m.me/692434350799252
https://acts.edu.sg/contact-us/

