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Of Coffee Theology and Learning Community

One of the distinctive features of a learning
community is Coffee Theology. Coffee Theology
IS where we reflect and exchange some of our
nuances of life and faith. It offers a similar
experience to that of the disciples walking on
the Emmaus Road when Jesus asked, "What
are you discussing with each other while you
walk along?" (Luke 24:17 NRSV). We grow,
change, and transform as we discover new
things about each other and Jesus.

Just like drinking coffee, there is such a wide
variety of choices. Some prefer to have
espresso for its small dose of dark and intense
coffee. One sniff is enough to revitalise you for
the day. So, in Coffee Theology, this group
would prefer to discuss the gems of truth in the
Bible. Their heated conversations would centre
around or confront the latest theological
discoveries or interpretations.

Others enjoy cappuccino because the coffee
comes with artistic milk foam shapes that bring
delight to the eyes. For this group, Coffee
Theology is not just theoretical debates or
dialogues. Theology must connect to their
personal life experiences. What can be more
exhilarating than discovering that knowing God
IS more than reading and memorising the Bible.
Coffee Theology is unpacking how God is
working in and through their daily lives.

Of course, some may even opt for the
guintessential yuanyang (a blend of coffee and
milk tea) for the best of both worlds ---- a double
shot of caffeine and antioxidants. This group
would muse about life and how they can remain
relevant and resilient in this rapidly changing
world. What is God doing amid the upheavals of
the world? What role should Christians play in
such a time as this? These would be the
guestions stirring in their minds as they
contemplatively stir their cup of yuanyang.

By Rev. Dr. Casey Ng

And for those who prefer a much sweeter and
milder taste, cold brew coffee would be their
choice. Things in life do not need to be intense all
the time. During Coffee Theology, waves of
laughter would reverberate throughout the room as
funny incidents of life are shared. The mundane
and trivial happenings at home, college, and work
are shared and enjoyed as gifts of simple joy that
lighten up the day.

Best of all, Coffee Theology, like drinking
coffee, Is best done together with others,
regardless of their preferred choice of coffee or
beverage. Hallelujah! There is that unhurried and
meaningful bonding together as we sip our
preferred choice of beverage leisurely and talk
about everything and anything under the sun. As
such, Coffee Theology Is essential for binding us
closer together as an open and informed learning
community in Christ.

(Acknowledgement: Having been served
freshly brewed espresso every Wednesday
morning class, | am indebted to Dr. Graham
Cheesman for introducing me to Coffee Theology
In the learning community.)
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SEE THE UNSEEN (LUKE 19:1-10)

Can money buy us happiness and friends?
Some people claim it can while others doubt it. A
closer look at Luke 19:1-10 will show us how
lonely a rich man can be. Small in height and In
the eyes of the community in Jericho, this
wealthy man, named Zaccheus, hid himself just
to have a peek at Jesus. His miserable lonely life
pivoted when Jesus invited himself to his house.

It all began when Jesus, knowing his destiny,
made a firm decision to go to Jerusalem (Luke
9:51). As he was approaching Jericho on his way
to Jerusalem, he healed a blind beggar ----- who
was sitting by the road (Luke 18:35-43). That
miracle created quite a commotion. Immediately
after the beggar regained his sight, he began
following Jesus, glorifying God as he followed.
And when all the people saw what had
happened, they gave praise to God. The news of
this spectacular happening spread quickly like
wildfire among the residents of Jericho and
reached the ears of Zaccheus.

What Zaccheus heard piqued his curiosity.
“Wow, who Is this man Jesus?” he wondered.
Knowing that Jesus had entered Jericho and was
passing through it, Zaccheus jostled his way
through the crowd, wishing to check out for
himself who this miracle worker was. However,
Zaccheus was “small in stature” (Luke 19:3
NASB), meaning, Zaccheus was a short fellow.
With such a throng gathered to see Jesus, it
would be impossible for Zaccheus to catch even
a glimpse of this great man. Judging from the
excitement of the people around him, Zaccheus
knew that “he [Jesus] was about to pass through
that way” (Luke 19:4 NASB). It was now or never.
So, Zaccheus ran ahead and climbed a
sycamore just so that he could see Jesus.

By Rev. Dr. Davina Soh

“What's so wrong about running and climbing a
tree?” we may ask. Well, Zaccheus was an adult
and “Middle Eastern adults do not run in public if
they wish to avoid public shame” (Bailey 2008,
177). People would look at a man running with
condescension since running was considered
undignified and brought humiliation to the person
who was running. And if they had seen that it was
Zaccheus who was running, they probably would
have snickered with contemptuous glee because
this chief tax collector, who made life difficult for
them, was making a fool of himself.

The right to collect taxes and tolls was obtained
through a bidding system and given to the highest
bidder. Having paid in advance the expected
revenue to those auctioning these collection
rights, this system of tax-farming forced tax
collectors to collect more than what was imposed
as a protection against possible financial loss.
They probably pocketed the surplus for their
personal gain as well. (Soh 2016, 173)

This explains why the general public hated tax
collectors - cheating others of their wealth to
gain wealth. Collecting taxes was thus a lucrative
job and understandably, as the chief tax collector
overseeing a group of tax collectors, Zaccheus
was a wealthy man, albeit a hated social outcast.

Besides humiliating himself by running,
Zaccheus climbed a sycamore tree. Most likely,
this was a sycamore-fig tree which “is like a short
oak tree, with a squatty trunk and wide branches,”
making it easy for a short man like Zaccheus to
climb (Bock 1994, Luke 19:1-10). Now, how
dignified can that be? Zaccheus was so adamant
In his desire to see Jesus that he was willing to
throw his pride to the wind.



SEE THE UNSEEN (LUKE 19:1-10)

Perched on a branch of the tree, Zaccheus
would now be able to see Jesus when he passed
by. At the same time, Zaccheus must had felt
relieved since he was mostly hidden from the
eyes of the crowd below by the large evergreen
leaves of the tree (Edwards 2015, 530). Thinking
he was unseen, he became seen when Jesus
reached the spot where he was and looked up at
him. It must had been an electrifying moment for
Zaccheus when both their eyes met. Yet, it was
an exhilarating moment for Zaccheus when we
see his immediate obedient response to Jesus’
self invitation to his house, as we can see from
the text:

Jesus said, “Zaccheus, hurry and come down,
for today | must stay at your house.” Zaccheus
hurried and came down, and welcomed him with
joy (Luke 19:5-6, emphasis mine). *

Such a gesture of acceptance by a person of
higher status to a person of lesser status — a
social outcast like Zaccheus — was not the
cultural norm (Soh 2016, 180). By so doing,
Jesus bestowed honour upon Zaccheus,
something Zaccheus could not gain through his
riches and as a chief tax collector. When the
crowd saw this, they expressed their disapproval
of Jesus becoming a guest in the house of a
sinner (Luke 19:7). At this moment, “he
[Zaccheus] stood there and said to the Lord,
‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, | will give to
the poor; and if | have defrauded anyone of
anything, | will pay back four times as much
(Luke 19:8 NRSV). With this public declaration,
we can see both Zaccheus’ conversion and
repentance. In response, Jesus declared, “Today
salvation has come to this house, because he
[Zaccheus], too, Is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19:9
NASB).

1. Repetition is a literary device used to show emphasis. The two
verbs, “to hurry” and “to come down,” in verse 5 are repeated in verse

6. As Howard Marshall (1978, 697) puts it, “the repetition ... is no doubt

deliberate” and shows that “Zacchaeus does exactly what he is told”

By Rev. Dr. Davina Soh

In this narrative, Jesus did not preach a lengthy
sermon. He merely invited himself over to
Zaccheus’ house. That one inviting welcome
extended to Zaccheus brought about a surprising
transformation to his miserable lonely life. In the
world we live In, there are many people who, for
various reasons, are hiding from our sight and
watching silently from a secluded corner. As
disciples of Jesus, we need to have the eyes of our
Lord to see these who try to remain unseen, and
Invite ourselves into their lives. Our gentle
welcoming invite can bring about surprising
transformations. And if | may use Singlish here, all
we need to say Is, “Hurry and come down, for
today | must im kopi (meaning, “drink coffee”) with
you.”
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Orientation Spiritual Emphasis Chapel
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ACTS welcomes our new and returning
students to a new academic year in 2022 with a
virtual orientation and chapel. This year, ACTS is
celebrating its 45th Anniversary and the anchor
verse of the year is from Zech. 4.6 —echoing our
need to be “Empowered by the Spirit” to be and to
do all God calls us to this year. President Casey
encouraged all students to be more conscious of
the person and work of the Holy Spirit in every
aspect of their lives. As a family of ACTS, we look
forward to increasing partnership with the Holy
Spirit through this new academic year. To God be
all glory!
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the Student Life Committee 2022
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The Student Life Committee Is
committed to serve the college
community with passion.
FEERBZRSENTHRORS
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Euvin Aw (President);

Ken Cheong (Vice President);
Sylvina Tan (Secretary);
Freddy Quek (Treasurer);
Joseph Shi (Member)
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